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The Primary Literacy Programme — Reading
(PLP-R) is currently going in its fourth year, and with
every year it gains momentum. We strive to
continuously update and improve the running and
management of the programme to ensure our children

benefit the most they can, and fulfil their own potential.

We have implemented the programme across primary
1,2 and 3. This means that the students can now enjoy
the benefits of the
programme for
three consecutive
| years. Hopefully,
reaching that all
important goal of
reading English,
both fluently and
independently.

' Learning together

The programme primarily offers guidance and

direction in literacy, focusing predominantly on
reading and the acquisition of reading skills. It also
encourages the learner to be creative and express him
or herself more confidently. Furthermore, we integrate
Language structures and components from the General
English Programme too. This, we feel, helps the
students understand the language better and marries the
two individual styles of teaching together nicely.
During recess periods the students are able to come
into the room and read or play an English game or
participate in an activity. The PLP-R room itself is
brightly decorated and appeals to all the children,
offering a warm, language rich environment for the
students to study in.

The programme has been running successfully for

several years now, in over 130 schools across Hong
Kong. Indicating that the programme is not only
popular with both teachers and students but it is also
successful and effective as a language learning tool.
Children perform better when they receive explicit and
systematic teaching. The PLP-R programme is perfect
] for this and
enables the
children from a
very early age to
tackle the triggers
of learning a new
language. You
only learn to read

once, so it’s crucial to develop and nurture the correct
skills necessary to enhance the children’s reading skills.
Reading is fundamental to learning any language.
Therefore, children who are immersed in the
programme, can only benefit from the advantages
offered by this teaching process.

Wlth every year that

passes we notice
significant improvement
in our student’s reading
ability across the board.
The results show that
primary 1 students have
improved by 77% overall,
primary 2 students
showing a 72% overall
improvement and with
primary 3 students
showing a 60% overall
improvement. Thus, 69% of all students in the
programme have shown an overall significant increase
in their reading ability, with specific individuals
literally improving above and beyond the scale used to
measure progress.

I N addition, the

programme is
complemented by
‘stakeholder’
involvement. Here,
you the parents, )
participate directly in Yok B
the learning process. Eager to participate
Here parents actively participate in the programme.
Their involvement helps the children read more
effectively. Children are given specific books to take
home, which are appropriate to their own personal
reading level. Here the parents read along with their
children helping them to grow in confidence and ability.
An obvious benefit of this particular element of the
programme is that the parents can monitor their child’s
progress efficiently. Here we find the parent’s role in
the process is extremely significant to their child’s
development. Finally, not only do the students really
enjoy learning English in the PLP-R lessons, but the
teachers really enjoy teaching it too. This joint
admiration for the programme ensures that the entire
learning process is not only very effective but also

great fun for all concerned too.
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